Policy Group Report

The CIH South East policy group continues to engage on policy issues through a variety of activities.

Our work with the South East coalition between the NHF, Shelter and the RICS has continues but due to resourcing issues in other coalition members activity has slowed down recently but the desire to work collaboratively continues.

One of the policy priorities last year was to make the connection between housing and the regional economy. To that end a joint report by the CIH SE policy officer, Michelle Chivunga and Oliver Kamm from the Times, Housing and Economic Linkages: housing as a catalyst for sustainable growth was commissioned .This report has been well received by a regional, national and international audience and helps to explain the inter relationship at a variety of levels the links between housing and the economy.

Our International group draws on policy from different countries and how through the sharing of knowledge and experience we can improve housing as both a profession and as a service.

At the recent international visit to South Africa, Michelle gave a presentation on housing in the UK and in particular drawing on the work she did on Housing and the economy .This is an excellent research document for anyone in the region interested in housing, construction, regeneration and social cohesion.

We have made a couscous decision to make better linkages with our events and policy issues this year and have hosted workshops and seminars on reforms to the welfare benefits system, the Comprehensive Spending Review and more recently a consultation event on the governments proposals: Local decisions- a fairer future for social housing. The South East consultation event included representatives from the CLG who valued the opportunity to engage through the CIH with practitioners.

We also held a practitioners conference and Home ownership conference which again enabled members to learn and exchange views and good practice with specialists and colleagues. Such events bring policy and the implications of change closer to our membership.

Following the election the coalition government has made significant changes to the way our public services are funded and structured so the policy group has spent time looking at the implications of the Comprehensive Spending Review. More time will be spent over the next year in unravelling the detail behind generic headings e.g. The Big Society and Localism and how the new funding model for affordable housing will be implemented.

