CIH International Housing Group Review of the Year 2010

________________________________________________________________________


Once again this has been a very busy year for the Group.  

We were able to put together a very healthy programme of study visits to Vienna in April, organised by Alistair Queen and Garry Taylor to which about 20 people attended and despite disruption caused by the ash cloud the visit was deemed to be highly successful.

In October Michelle attended the South African Housing Foundation’s (SAHF) conference in Cape Town.  She was accompanied by a small group of colleagues from not only the South East region but other regions too.  Michelle Chivunga and Anthony Hodson-Curran both made presentations at the conference that were well received.  A report of the conference and the attached study visit will be on the CIH South East website.  

November saw Ian Beckett lead a visit to Vancouver as guests of BC Housing and their CEO Shane Ramsey.  This was a great visit organised by Ian with support from Marie Coleman and Garry.  The Branch was pleased to be able to offer student bursaries for this visit to Susannah Goodsen (London) and Robert Nagar (South East). A report of the visit has already been prepared in draft and will be available on the CIH South East website shortly.

At our branch conference in Brighton 2010 there was a very strong international flavour, with guests from Vienna – Dr Wolfgang Forster, Berlin – Professor Fritz Schmoll, Bill Povala from the City of Chicago and a large group from South Africa, including the Communities Minister from the Western Cape.

A special thanks must go to John Hopkins, the CEO of the SAHF, for his efforts in bringing over such a large group to our conference.

During September, once again the group hosted a large party of real estate students from the Berlin School of Economics.  Thanks must go to Ian, Garry, Newlon and Gallions Housing Association for putting on a great programme for the students.  

As you can see we are a very active group, with everyone playing a full part.  All members are welcome to attend and participate in our regular meetings.  We often have friends and colleagues join us and participate, not only in our meetings but also in our study visit programme.

A special thanks to all those who have made these visits possible and to those people who have participated in them as delegates.

We have for some time been working with colleagues in the SAHF and the Western Cape Government of South Africa to establish a training, education and professionalization programme for housing workers and residents in the Cape.  It is fair to say that progress has been extremely slow and frustrating and there is a real risk that this wonderful opportunity for the CIH to make a difference could well be lost through the inability to respond to the needs and ambitions of folk in South Africa.

In 2011 we have a number of plans for study visits and other activities.  In April Alistair will be leading a small group to Hong Kong, which will be hosted by the Asian Pacific branch of the CIH.  

In September we hope to attend the annual conference of the SAHF and there will be opportunities for members to join that visit.  

We are now quite close to having a visit to the Ukraine finalised and Veronika Barnes is working very hard to get the programme in place.  More details of the programme and costs will be made available as soon as they are firmed up.  If however this is not possible the Ukraine visit may be substituted with Berlin.

And longer term we are looking at Berlin, Dunkirk/Douai, Barcelona and Washington DC/ Baltimore as possibilities for future programme visits.

The group will also continue with its education and training efforts with colleagues in South Africa.  

Finally, we are always pleased to hear from colleagues who have ideas and suggestions to make, or who would like to join us.  For more information contact Chris Moquet.
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